Closing the

STEM gap

5 insights that can make a difference
for girls and young women

Girls and young women are still less likely to pursue education and

careers in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) compared

to their male counterparts. Our latest research indicates that we can H OW Ca ﬂ We e ﬂ g a g e mO re
close this gender gap by connecting STEM to real-world people and

problems, tapping into their desire to be creative, and providing

encouragement—at home and in the classroom. ° | ° S T E M 7
Learn more about closing the STEM gap at g ‘ r S ‘ n J

aka.ms/girls-in-stem

Insight 1

young women
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role models

do not know a woman in a STEM profession

Girls and young women need more
exposure to STEM jobs, female role l

models and career planning.
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Insight 2:

girls young women

When girls learn about real-world STEM
Jobs and how they can be used to help
the world, their perception of the . -

creativity and positive impact of STEM
careers can more than double. 4%
N
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Insignt 3: .
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~ participate in extracurricular STEM clubs and activities.
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Girls who participate in STEM clubs/activities are
0/ more likely to say they understand
4 Z O the jobs they could have and things

they could do with STEM knowledge.
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Insignt 4: 81%

Girls who are encouraged in STEM by a
parent are 81% more likely to say they'll study

P rO\/|d e computer science in high school than girls
who haven't been encouraged.
encouragement

0/ of middle and high school girls
46 O have been encouraged in STEM
by both parents and teachers.
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Girls are more than twice as likely to
to say they'll study computer science
in high school and 3x as likely to say
they'll study computer science in
college when both a teacher and
parent support them.
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Insight 5:

Fncourage
a growtn
mindset

\ / Students need a supportive learning environment

where hard work and exploration are valued over
always knowing the right answer.

Don't feel supported | 32%

by teachers

and classmates: _ ................ 35%

Feel embarrassed _ ............................. 27%

to ask questions:

@ middle school girls @ high school girls

37%

of middle and high school view themselves as one
girls view themselves as one of the hardest workers
of the smartest students in their STEM class.

in their STEM class.
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Research conducted by Microsoft in partnership with KRC Research. Survey included
more than 6,000 girls and women between the ages of 10 and 30 from across the U.S. =. M ic rosoft

Detailed findings at aka.ms/girls-in-stem-research



